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WEH AND THE "SAH TSB

(THBEE-SYLIABLE CLASSIC)

FOE many centuries Chinese boys have stood
with their faces to the walls of village tem-
ple schools and, under the threat of the whip of
the schoolmaster, have recited in loud voices the
three-word classic. They did not know what the
recitation meant. It was a philosopher puzzle,
which even the mature and learned would have
to discuss before they could settle upon any given
meaning.

But it was considered the only sure way of
Chinese learning; for it was thought to teach
filial affection, brotherly kindness, respectfulness,
faithfulness, diligence, and benevolence. What
more could one ask for in the realm of erudition?

Its system had been followed for a millennium.
All great Chinese scholars had entered the Gate
of Wisdom with a singsong recital of its myster-
ies. Therefore it was good, and all Chinese school
lads must know the "San Tse Chin" by heart.
The scholars were not divided into classes. No
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